ABSTRACT FOR THE XIX INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE held on 22-27July, 2012 in Washington DC, USA. 

Double death by HIV and homophobia among MSM communities in Kampala, Uganda
S. Nyanzi1,2
1Makerere Institute of Social Research, Makerere University, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, Kampala, Uganda,
 2Law, Gender and Sexuality Research Project, School of Law, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
Background: In Uganda, the Anti-Homosexuality Bill (2009) proposed capital punishment for aggravated homosexuality, among other penalties. There was a visible response of international and local outcry about the inherent violations of the proposed death. However unnecessary death is a common facet of the everyday lives of homosexual men and women in Uganda. This study examined the recent deaths of MSM living in Kampala city.
Methods: Qualitative data were collected using ethnographic participant observation, repeat individual interviews, focus group discussions and content analysis of public media. Purposive, snow ball and theoretical sampling techniques were used. Data were analysed with Atlas.ti.
Results: Two MSM died from AIDS-related illnesses, one committed suicide, one was murdered in his house by blows of the hammer to his head. While both HIV-infected individuals had access to ARVs, adherence to the regime was compromised by lack of cash to travel to the hospital, rejection by homophobic family members who withdrew care, selling of medicines to get cash, and poor living conditions. These MSM concealed their sexuality to their health care providers because of shame and fear of stigma. Couple-counseling and testing for HIV was impossible because of fear of health workers´ hostility towards being introduced to a male sex-partner. The discrimination, ostracisation, stigma, and segregation of MSM enforced the closet, and isolated individuals thereby causing the psychosis of one MSM who became paranoid, suicidal and eventually killed himself. Homophobia led to hate crimes including name-calling, violence, battering, arson, expulsion from homes, jobs and institutions of affiliation.
Conclusions: Due to homophobia, MSM die unnecessarily from preventable causes. There is an urgent need for establishing social support networks for MSM generally, more so those diagnosed with HIV and AIDS, and depression. Security must be tightened for MSM who are exposed to homophobic hate crimes in Uganda and other countries that criminalise same-sex-practices. 

