
Virginie Tallio

Personal Details

Nationality: French
Date of birth: 10 of May, 1974
Email: virginie.tallio@gmail.com
Personal webpage: iscte.academia.edu/VirginieTallio

Since May 2014 : Associate Researcher at  the Centro de Estudos Internacionais,  ISCTE-
Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (Lisbon, Portugal)
Since June 2015: Associate Researcher at the LAM - Les Afriques dans le Monde, Institut
Politique de Bordeaux (Bordeaux, France)

Research interests: Public health: Biomedicine, vaccination, public health policies as biopolitics
Development:  Corporate  Social  Responsibility  policies  and  programs,  globalisation
through the implementation of development projects, oil and its potential contribution
to development
Systems of identification and registration: identification documents, registration of the
population, biometric technologies, techniques of inclusion
Humanitarism:  Refugees,  returnees,  biopolitics  in  shutting-in  places,  humanitarian
space, globalisation through the implementation of humanitarian agencies programs
Methods of anthropology: Methodology of research in sensitive places, place of the
researcher in the society as a citizen

Research areas: Angola, Africa
Sensitive places: refugee camps, post-war zones, oil companies

Education

May 2007 :  PhD in  Ethnology  and Social  Anthropology,  École  des  Hautes  Études en  Sciences  Sociales
(E.H.E.S.S.), (Paris, France). 
“La  fabrique du réfugié.  Du  camp au rapatriement,  lieux  et  processus  de  la  construction du “réfugié”.
L'exemple des camps de réfugiés de Dadaab (Kenya) et de Nkondo (R.D.C.)”  (“Making the refugee. From
camp to repatriation, places and processes of “refugee” construction”. The example of the refugee camps of
Dadaab (Kenya) and Nkondo (D.R.C.)”)

Supervisor : Michel Agier (Centre d´Études Africaines-E.H.E.S.S., I.R.D.)
Associate to U.R. (Research Unit) 107 “Identitary constructions and globalization”, Institut de Recherche
pour le Développement (I.R.D.). Head of department: Marie-Josée Jolivet
Member of T.E.R.R.A. (Travaux, Etudes et Recherches sur les Réfugiés et l’Asile) network
Member of A.S.I.L.E.S. (Program “Interdisciplinary work in humanities and social sciences” on “Bodies of
victims, spaces of subject”, funded by the French Ministry of Research)

2001 Diplôme d’Études Approfondies  (Master  of  Advanced Studies)  in  Ethnology and Social
Anthropology, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, (Paris, France)
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“Le  squatt:  stratégies  et  modes  de  vie.  Parcours  individuels  et  structure  sociale  d’un
immeuble  squatté  à  Paris  (20ème arrondissement)”  (“Unauthorized Occupancy:  Strategy
and Way of  life.  Individual  Stories and Social  Structure of  an Squatted Building in  Paris
(20ème arrondissement)”)

1997 Diplôme  d'Études  Approfondies  in  Economic  Demography,  Specialization  in  Developing
countries, Institut d’Études Politiques (I.E.P.), (Paris, France)
“Composition et ressources économiques des ménages dirigées par des femmes au Nord-
Soudan”  (“Composition  and  Economics  of  Households  Headed  by  Women  in  Northern
Sudan”)
Research  work  on  a  Sudanese  census  realized  at  the  C.É.D.É.J.  (Centre  d’Études  et  de
Documentation Économiques, Juridiques et Sociales), (Cairo, Egypt)

Languages: French: mother tongue
English:  excellent (worked in an English-speaking research institute,  publish and present
orally regularly in English)
Portuguese:  excellent (research  in  and  on  Portuguese-speaking  countries,  work  in  a
Portuguese-speaking research center)
German: very good elementary level
Arabic  (Egyptian  dialect):  basic  knowledge (diploma  from  the  Département  d’Études
Arabes du Caire and from the British Council)
Kikongo: beginner (basic notions)

Work Experience

Research and expertise
May 2009-May 2014 Centro  de  Estudos  Internacionais-IUL,  ISCTE-Instituto  Universitário  de

Lisboa (Lisbon, Portugal)
Assistant researcher in the “Societal and Development Challenges" line
Personal reseach project: “The  corporate social responsibility  politics and
practices  of  the  oil  companies  in  Angola.  The  example  of  public  health
projects“

Aug. 2006-Feb. 2009 Max  Planck  Institute  for  Social  Anthropology  (Halle  an  der  Saale,
Germany)
Research  fellow at  the  Max  Planck  Fellow  Group  “Law,  Organization,
Science and Technology” for the project “Biomedicine in Africa”
Personal  research  project: “Governing  bodies.  The  reconstruction  of  the
public health sector in Angola”

Aug-Dec 2002 Fondation ‘Médecins sans Frontières’ (Paris, France)
Research  consultant  on  Burmese  refugees’  issues:  evaluation  of  the
programs,  research  on  geopolitical  context  and  historical  background  of
M.S.F.  programs concerning  Burmese refugees in  Thailand.  This  research
included field work in Thailand and Burma (see Experience in Field Research
below)

Jul-Oct 2001 ‘Reporters Sans Frontières’ (Paris, France)
Research  consultant (assistant)  on  the  Maghreb-Middle-East  desk:
monitoring state of press freedom in the region, collecting information and
producing reports and press release

Dec 1998 - Nov 2000 Agir  ici–A.I.T.E.C.  (Association  Internationale  de  Techniciens,  Experts  et
Chercheurs) (Paris, France)
Research  officer  on  “International  Financial  Institutions”:  Producing
documents for the reform of International Financial Institutions advocacy
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campaign  (monthly  news  letter,  booklets,  teaching  aids  and  drafting  of
summaries for the member associations), management of the researchers
and experts networks

Participation in research projects
Feb. 2013 Guest researcher  for the Project “Refugee repatrition and local politics in

Angola”, Bundeswehr Universität, Munich (Germany)
Coordinator: Prof. Katharina Inhetveen
Funded by the Priority Programme 1448 "Adaptation and Creativity in Africa
- Significations and Technologies in the Production of Order and Disorder" of
the German Research fondation (DFG, Germany)

Sept. 2009-Jan. 2013 Senior  researcher  for  the  Project  PTDC/AFR/108615/2008 “Genéro  e
pluralismo terapêutico : acesso das mulheres ao sector da saúde privado em
África”. Coordinator     : Prof. Clara Carvalho 
Funded  by  the  Fundação  para  a  Ciência  e  a  Tecnologia  (Ministério  da
Educação e Ciência, Portugal)

Janv. 2005-Déc.2007 Junior researcher for the project A.S.I.L.E.S. “Corps des victimes, espaces du
sujet-Réfugiés, sinistrés et clandestins, de l’expérience au témoignage”
Coordinators: Michel  Agier  in  collaboration  with  Didier  Fassin  and  Prof.
Jérôme Valluy
Funded by the Ministère de la Recherche (France) under the framework of
the   A.C.I.  (Actions  Concertée  Incitatives)  T.T.T.  (Terrains,  techniques,
théories) "Travail interdisciplinaire en sciences humaines et sociales"

Mai 2003-Mai 2007 Member of T.E.R.R.A. (Travaux, Études et Recherches sur les Réfugiés et
l’Asile)

Teaching
2013-2014 Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (ISCTE-I.U.L.), Departamento de Sociologia

Organiser for the seminar “Estudos africanos” (African studies), 12 hours (6
sessions)
Level: M.A. and Ph.D

2012-2013 Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (ISCTE-I.U.L.), Departamento de Sociologia
Organiser for the seminar “Estudos africanos” (African studies), 8 hours (4
sessions)
Level: M.A. and Ph.D

Sept. 2012 Universidade Privada de Angola (Lubango, Angola)
Visiting  Professor, “Introdução  nos  métodos  de  pesquisa  qualitativa”
(Introduction to methods in qualitative research), 20 hours
Level : M.A. and Ph.D

2011-2012 Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (ISCTE-I.U.L.), Departamento de Sociologia
Organiser for the seminar “Estudos africanos” (African studies), 14 hours (7
sessions)
Level: M.A. and Ph.D

2011-2012 Instituto  Universitário  de  Lisboa  (ISCTE-I.U.L.),  Departamento  de
Antropologia
Lecturer  in “Saúde  global  em  África:  entre  saúde  pública  e  ajuda
humanitaria”  (Global  health  in  Africa:  between  public  health  and
humanitarian aid), 24 hours
Level: M.A. 

2010-2011 Instituto  Universitário  de  Lisboa  (ISCTE-I.U.L.),  Departamento  de
Antropologia
Organiser for the seminar “Género e Saúde” (Gender and Health), 22 hours
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(11 sessions)
Level: M.A. and Ph.D

2010-2011 Instituto  Universitário  de  Lisboa  (ISCTE-I.U.L.),  Departamento  de
Antropologia
Lecturer  in “Saúde  global  em  África:  entre  saúde  pública  e  ajuda
humanitaria”  (Global  health  in  Africa:  between  public  health  and
humanitarian aid), 24 hours
Level: M.A.

2004-2005 Université  d’Artois,  University  department  of  S.T.A.P.S.  (Sciences  and
Technics of Physical Activites and Sport) (France)
Lecturer in “Sociologie du handicap” (Sociology of handicap), 20 hours
Level: M.A.
Supervisor     : William Nuytens,  Senior  lecturer  (Maître  de  Conférences)  in
Sociology

Experience in Field Research

Nov. 2000-June 2001 Research work with a population of a squatted building in Paris. 
Sept-Nov 2002 Médecins Sans Frontières-France, Thailand-Burma

Research work on Burmese-Thai border in two refugee camps (Maela and
Tham  Hin,  Thailand)  and  one  Internally  Displaced  Persons  Relocalization
Camp (Halockanee, Burma)

Funded by grants and fellowships
September-October 2012 Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia, Portugal

Research work on the process of development in Angola (Luanda, provinces
of Huíla and Cunene).
This involved research on different topics, namely the integration of former
refugees and the contribution of Corporate Social Responsibility projects to
the country's development.

August 2007-June 2008 Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Germany
Research  work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  health  system  in  Angola
(Luanda and province of Huambo). 
This  involved  conducting  interviews  with  health  workers,  governmental
agents,  N.G.O.s  representatives  and  Corporate  Social  Responsibility
managers of oil companies. This involved as well observation in two health
centers in the province of Huambo. 

Oct 2004 Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (I.R.D.), France
Research work on returnees’ issues in an Angolan returnee camp (Mbanza-
Kongo, Angola). 
This involved conducting individual  and group interviews with returnees,
humanitarian staff and village leaders.

Aug-Dec- 2003 Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (I.R.D.), France
Research work on refugees’ issues in an Angolan refugee camp (Nkondo,
Democratic Republic of Congo and province of Zaïre, Angola). 
This  involved  conducting  individual  and  group  interviews  with  refugees,
refugees’ leaders, humanitarian staff  and observation of key processes in
camp life such as judicial trials. 

March-June 2002 Institut Français de Recherche en Afrique (I.F.R.A.), France-Kenya
Research work on refugees’  issues in  two camps in  North-Eastern Kenya
(Dadaab, Kenya)
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Publications

Book in progress

Expecting in 2015, “La fabrique du réfugié. Du camp au rapatriement, itinéraires d'une catégorie.“

Edited books

2005, Bouillon F. Fresia M. et Tallio V. (eds.), “Terrains sensibles, expériences actuelles de l’anthropologie”,
Paris : E.H.E.S.S. (Dossiers africains)

2000, “Mondialisation, institutions financières internationales et développement durable”, Paris  : A.I.T.E.C.
(Archimède et Léonard)

Edited special issues of journal

December  2014,  Luca  Bussotti  and  Virginie  Tallio  (Guest  editors),  “Multinational  enterprises  in  Africa:
corporate governance, social responsibility and risk management“, Cadernos de Estudos Africanos, 28

Articles in peer-reviewed journals

Under  review,  “L'entrée  de  nouveaux  acteurs  sur  la  scène  des  projets  de  développement  sanitaires:  
altération ou maintien du concept de santé publique? L'exemple de la responsabilité sociale des entreprises
pétrolières en Angola“ in Autrepart

March 2015, “The CSR (corporate social responsibility) projects of the oil companies in Angola,  anecdotal
fact or significant new trend in public health development intervention?”  in Journal of Southern African
Studies, 41 (2): 389-404

December  2014,  “Introduction:  Multinational  enterprises  in  Africa:  corporate  governance,  social
responsibility and risk management“ for the special issue on "Multinational enterprises in Africa: corporate
governance, social responsibility and risk management" in Cadernos de Estudos Africanos, 28 : 89-92

March 2006, “L’humanitaire comme producteur de territoire. L’exemple du camp de Nkondo ouvert aux
réfugiés angolais en R.D.C.” in Géographies 83-1 : 39-49

Articles in journals without peer-review 

July  2012,  “La  construction  de la  catégorie  «  réfugié  »  dans  un camp en R.D.C.  :  rôle  de  l’institution,
stratégies des exilés et place  du chercheur . ” in E-Migrinter

April-June 2005, “Quelle “citoyenneté” des camps de réfugiés ?” in Les Cahiers de l’I.F.R.A. n°28 : 55-77

Book chapters

In progress, “The governance of public health by the Corporate Social Responsibility projects. The example
of Angola“ in Padmini D. Coopamah (ed.), Private-public partnerhips in development. An African study.

2013 “Os projetos de responsabilidade social  das empresas petrolíferas em Angola:  que projeto para a
saúde  pública?”  in Clara  Carvalho  (ed.),  Mulheres  no  mercado  da  saúde.  Apoio  social  em  Angola,
Moçambique, Guiné-Bissau e Niger, Coimbra, Almedina.

2013, “Corporate Social  Responsibility  in Africa:  New Trends for Development? A New Field for African
Studies?” in Ramos, Manuel João and Ulf Engell (ed), African Studies in a Multipolar World, Leiden-Boston,
Brill
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2005, Bouillon F. Fresia M. et Tallio V., “Les terrains sensibles à l’aune de la réflexivité” in “Terrains sensibles.
Expériences actuelles de l’anthropologie” : 13-28

Book reviews

Forthcoming,  Boris  Pétric  (ed.),  2012,  “La  fabrique  de  la  démocratie.  ONG,  fondations,  think  tanks  et
organisations  internationales  en  action“.  Paris:  Éditions  de  la  Maison  des  Sciences  de  l'Homme   in
Anthropologie et Sociétés

November 2013, Daniel Céfaï (ed.), 2010. “L'engagement ethnographique“. Paris: Éditions de l'École des
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales in EspacesTemps

May 2012, Rogaia Mustafa Abusharaf, 2009.  “Transforming Displaced Women in Sudan. Politics and the
Body in a Squatter Settlement”. Chicago, Londres: The University of Chicago Press in L’Homme, n°202

July 2011, Ben Jones, 2009. “Beyond the State in rural Uganda”. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press  in
L'Homme, n°198-199

June 2010, Anika May, 2008. “Teaching Peace, Transforming Conflict? Exploring Participants’ Perceptions of
the  Impact  of  informal  Peace  Education  Training  in  Uganda”.  Leiden:  African  Studies  Centre  in the
Netherlands African Studies Association newsletter

Organization of seminars and international conferences

I have organized 6 panels in international conferences, 1 international research seminar and 3 conferences
of national level including :

June 2013 Panel  “Multinational  enterprises  in  Africa:  corporate  governance,  social
responsibility  and  risk  management”  at  the  E.C.A.S.  (European  conference  on
African Studies) (Lisbon, Portugal)

June 2013 Panel  “Repatriating from camps to post-conflict societies in southern Africa” in
collaboration with Katharina Inhetveen and Paulo Îngles (Bundeswehr Universität,
Munich, Germany) at the E.C.A.S. (European conference on African Studies) (Lisbon,
Portugal) 

Sept. 2010 Panel “The suffering of migrants and refugees of/in Africa and their caregivers:
new  models,  new  practices,  new  actors”  in  collaboration  with  Chiara  Pussetti
(C.R.I.A., ISCTE-I.U.L.) at the C.I.E.A. (Iberian Congress of African Studies) (Lisbon,
Portugal)

June 2009 Panel  “On  Biomedicine,  Governance  and  Experimentation  (2):  Africa  as  a
laboratory: questioning implementation research and humanitarian innovation” in
collaboration  with  Babette  Müller-Rockstroh  at  the  A.E.G.I.S.-African  Studies  in
Europe Conference (Leipzig, Germany)

May 2009 Symposium “Biotechnologies  et  médecines  humanitaires  contemporaines”  with
Julie Laplante (University of Ottawa) at the ACFAS (Association francophone pour le
savoir) conference (Ottawa, Canada)

February 2009 Panel “Humanitarian crisis: toward a new use of the “common good”, the citizen
and the State?” with Julie Laplante (University of Ottawa) at the World Conference
of Humanitarian Studies (Groningen, The Netherlands)

Participation in seminars and international conferences

I have participated in 12 conferences and seminars of international level and 12 conferences and seminars
of national level including : 
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International conferences and seminars
March 2014 "Oil and development in Angola. The impact of the corporate social responsibility

projects  of  the oil  companies  on development and the (re)construction of  the
State"  at  the  II  International  Conference  on  Angola.  New directions  in  Angolan
research (St Peter's College, Oxford, England)

June 2013 “Policies and practices of corporate social responsibility in Angola: consequences
for  development  and  public  health” at  the  E.C.A.S.  (European  conference  on
African Studies) (Lisbon, Portugal)

Jan. 2013 “Os projectos de responsabilidade social  das empresas petrolíferas em Angola.
Que  modelo  de  desenvolvimento?  Que projeto  para  a  saúde  pública?”  at  the
“Genéro e pluralismo terapêutico : acesso das mulheres ao sector da saúde privado
em África” conference (ISCTE-I.U.L., Lisbon, Portugal)

Nov. 2012 “Crossing the Border Between Aid and Business. the Re-Shaping of Development
Through  the  Projects  of  Corporate  Social  Responsibility” at  the  American
Anthropologist Association conference (San Francisco, U.S.A.)

June 2012 “The Corporate  Social  Responsibility  programs and their  inputs  in  the  field  of
public health” at the C.I.E.A. (Iberian Congress of African Studies) (Madrid, Spain)

Nov. 2010 “Trapped  between  Identification  and  Identity.  The  processes  of  the
(Re)Construction  of  the  Angolan  Identity”  at  the  African  Studies  Association
conference (San Francisco, U.S.A.)

Sept. 2010 “The  re-shaping  of  the  social  care  sector:  The  case  of  the  Corporate  Social
Responsibility  Projects in Angola” at  the “Who cares?” conference  (ISCTE-I.U.L.,
Lisbon, Portugal)

May 2009 “En quoi les entreprises privées modifient le modèle d’intervention humanitaire ?
Le  cas  des  compagnies  pétrolières  en  Angola”  at  the  ACFAS  (Association
francophone pour le savoir) conference (Ottawa, Canada)

Feb. 2009 “Drawing the borders of the common good. The involvement of the oil companies
in the public health sector in Angola” at the  World Conference of Humanitarian
Studies (Groningen, The Netherlands)

Seminars and workshops
Nov. 2013 “Novos  caminhos  para  o  desenvolvimento:  a  responsabilidade  social  das

empresas  como  alternativa?  O  exemplo  de  Angola“  at  the  VI  International
Congress of the Lusophone Africa/I Meeting of Global Africa, Universidade Lusófona
(Lisbon, Portugal)

Nov. 2009 “The involvement of the oil companies in the public health sector in Angola: a
new model of humanitarian intervention?” at the seminar in African studies of the
I.S.C.T.E., Lisbon (Portugal)

Oct. 2008 “Drawing the borders of the common good. The involvement of the oil companies
in the public health sector in Angola” at the Anthropological Workshop of the Max
Planck Institute of Social Anthropology (Halle, Germany)

June 2008 “A new actor on the health scene in Angola: the oil companies” at the seminar
“Governing the Third World through international health» of the Seminar of Social
Anthropology, Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg (Germany)

Supervision of thesis
M.A.

Sara Duarte Ferreira, Mestrado em Desenvolvimento e Saúde Global, Departamento de Antropologia, ISCTE-
I.U.L.

“O  novo  cluster da  cooperação.  A  responsabilidade  social  como  ferramenta  comum  do  sector
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privado e público. (O estudo de caso duma empresa petrolífera em Moçambique e o seu discurso
ético na área da saúde)”
Defended in December 2012, Grade: 18/20.

Ph.D
Jorge Manuel da Sousa Chaves, Doutoramento em Estudos Africanos, Departamento de Sociologia, ISCTE-
I.U.L.

“Impactos  psíquicos  da  violência  no  continuum  urbano  e  rural  do  Lubango  (Angola)”.  Co-
supervision: Prof. Margarida Ventura (Universidade Privada de Angola, Lubango)
Defended and approved in June 2015

Others
Peer-reviewer for African Studies Review, Anthropology Matters, Autrepart, Cadernos de Estudos Africanos,
Canadian Journal of Development Studies/La Revue Canadienne d'Études du Développement, Journal of
African Media Studies, Max Planck Institute Working Papers, SociologieS

Creation and edition of scholarly electronic networks:
Co-editor of the international scholarly electronic network H-MEDANTH (on medical anthropology)
Creator  and  editor  of  the  Portuguese-speaking  scholarly  electronic  network  antropologia-médica  (on
medical anthropology)

Preparation of expert' reports for Angolan asylum seekers claim' cases for SRLAN (Southern Refugee Legal
Aid Network),  Rural  Australians for Refugees (Australia),  Albany Solicitors  (Bristol/Cardiff,  England),  BHT
Immigration Legal Service (Brighton, England), Coram Children's Legal Center (London, England), Duncan
Lewis Solicitors (London, England), Hackney Community Law Centre (London, England), Greater Manchester
Immigration Aid Unit (Manchester, England),  Lawrence Lupin Solicitors (Wembley, England), Legal Service
Agency (Glasgow, Scotland), Parker Rhodes Hickmotts Solicitors (Leeds, England), South West London Law
Center  (London,  England),  Center for  International  Human Rights Law Advocacy-University of  Wyoming
(U.S.A.),  Refugee  and  Human Rights  Clinic-University  of  Maine  (U.S.A.),  Shook,  Hardy  and  Bacon  L.L.P.
(U.S.A.)

Memberships:
International Humanitarian Studies Association
Southern Refugee Legal Aid Network (SRLAN)
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